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the hand of industry was slack. Hence we have reason to
say, that the causal energy substitutes a better provision
against the encroachments of evil than is supplied by the
passions which snatch up arms against it Nor is this its
only claim to superior efficacy. The passions, we have
seen, are purely repellent and antagonistic: against human
offenders they act as a body-guard of police; and they
afford no guarantee for any but hostile relations between
the persons whom they set face to face with each other
But if what is commonly taken for the love of power be, as
I suppose, mainly a high pitch of energy throughout the
faculties, it is the expression of a strong and capacious
nature, that comprises more than the ordinary human
experiences, and condenses in itself the scattered contents
of several weaker lives. And with this breadth and in-
tensity are connected a prompt understanding of men, and
a versatile sympathy with them in their aims and achieve-
ments; a sympathy, no doubt, deficient in equal respect
and perhaps directed upon them as upon children, yet
considerate and humane. It is impossible to exercise the
gift of ruling other wills without living largely in their life,
knowing their conflicts, and having the touch of their
enthusiasms; and, for the most part, it is only the men
endowed with the gift that, in the natural joy of its use, have
the look and the repute of aspiring to the power. Hence,
their causal energy, instead of being simply antagonistic to
evil, is essentially sympathetic with good; instead of re-
pelling, and saving for itself a clear space around, is eager
with human attractions, and flings itself into the crush of
affairs, reducing its cries to articulate speech and its scramble
to helpful order. In this view, it is not wholly without rea-
son that Ambition (which is but the depreciatory name for
the same fundamental tendency) has been called 'a splendid
passion/ and c the last infirmity of noble minds.' So far as
it involves a yearning to conquer difficulties and confusion,
to carry the organising force of truth and right into some
unreclaimed elements of life, and elicit the resources of